Northalsted Business Alliance Announces Chicago Rainbow Pride Crosswalks

Boystown will get a little more colorful just in time for Pride Month this June with the planned addition of Chicago
Rainbow Pride Crosswalks throughout the neighborhood. Initiated by the Northalsted Business Alliance, the
rainbows will brighten the street at 14 crosswalks on east-west streets parallel to Halsted from Melrose north to
Bradley, excluding Addison.
Thirteen of the crosswalks will feature the rainbow design that represents diversity and has become an inclusive
symbol of the worldwide LGBTQ+ pride movement since the 1970’s. The 14th crosswalk will be dedicated to the
transgender community. The blue, pink and white stripes found on the transgender flag will be located on Melrose
south of the Howard Brown Health Center. This crosswalk will complement the mural at this intersection that has
been dedicated to the queer and non-binary community.
The colorful crosswalks join the 20 iconic golden rainbow pylons, which are home to the Legacy Walk memorial
plaques, the world’s only outdoor LGBTQ+ History Museum and now recognized by the Chicago Landmarks
Commission as a Historic Landmark.
Funds for the Chicago Rainbow Pride Crosswalks come from Northalsted Business Alliance donated during the
Chicago Pride Fest® and Northalsted Market Days® celebrations. This project has been in development since
December 2018 with the Chicago Department of Transportation and the support of Alderman Tom Tunney and
Alderman James Cappleman.
Northalsted President Ramesh Ariyanayakam explains the excitement around the additions.
“As an internationally recognized and historic landmark neighborhood, Boystown has been a place of acceptance and
diversity for decades. These crosswalks show our commitment to maintaining a thriving LGBTQ+ community.”
https://northalsted.com/crosswalks/
About Northalsted
Since 1980, Northalsted Business Alliance (NBA) has worked collectively to enhance the entertainment district known
as Boystown. Representing over 100 In & Proud businesses, NBA is recognized by the City of Chicago, national
media outlets and residents for its leadership of advancing economic vitality and quality of life for the total community.
To this end, NBA provides programs and services that will increase investment, security, opportunity and activity in
our district
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